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- Cancer-associated retinopathy (CAR)
- Melanoma-associated retinopathy (MAR)
- Bilateral diffuse uveal melanocytic prolifera-

tion (BDUMP)
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Table 1 Characteristics of Cancer-associated retinopathy and Melanoma-associated retinopathy.

CAR

MAR

Antibody

Associated cancer

Antiretinal ganglion cell Ab
esp. antirecoverin Ab

Small cell lung cancer (50%)
Cancer of uterus, cervix, etc

Onset Antedate cancer
Symtoms Progressive visual loss
No vitiligo
ERG ¢ Amplitude both a & b wave
Treatment Systemic steroid, plasmapheresis,

intravenous immunoglobulin

Antiretinal bipolar cell Ab

Cutaneous malignant melanoma

After diagnosis of cutaneous MM

Non-progressive visual loss
Vitiligo 20%

Selective l amplitude in b wave
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Paraneoplastic Retinopathy

Suthasinee Sinawat, M.D.

ABSTRACT : Paraneoplastic retinopathy is the uncommon condition. It is the remote effect of cancer on
the retina. Lung malignancy has been reported to be the most common primary carcinoma. The diagnosis
remains difficult to establish. Paraneoplastic retinopathy is important to recognize because they may be the
presenting signs of previously undiagnosed malignancy or recurrence of previously treated malignancy.
Furthermore, these conditions may aid the physician in palliative management, since the disabling ocular
symptoms may be amenable to medical therapy. Paraneoplastic retinopathy has poor visual prognosis. If
the ophthalmologist can early detect the associated malignancy, it may be beneficial for survival prognosis.
Thai J Ophthalmol 2006 ; January-June : 20(1) : 85-94.

Keywords : paraneoplastic retinopathy, cancer-associated retinopathy (CAR), melanoma-associated
retinopathy (MAR), bilateral diffuse uveal melanocytic proliferation (BDUMP).
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